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Real initiatives –  
Green homes and 
green buildings
Canadians experience extreme cold in the winter and periods of extreme heat 
in the summer. Yet, only 10 per cent of our buildings are energy efficient. Green 
Homes and Green Buildings is about making what we have as efficient as possible, 
while cutting greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change. Improving  
energy efficiency is a clean, inexpensive and prudent step that can pay for itself 
over the long term. 

Can we take on this challenge?  
Of course we can!
A green economy is more than an idea. There are lots of examples of energy 
efficiency, green homes and green buildings all over the world. Improved energy 
efficiency is also a proven way to create jobs. In fact, a $1.1 billion dollar homes  
and buildings retrofit public program could be designed to leverage $50 billion  
dollars in private expenditures, and that’s enough to create one million person  
job years of employmenti. Not only would such a program create jobs it would  
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 10 million tonnes by 2020 and leave  
Canadians with more efficient homes and buildings, which saves us money too.

There is no question – we need green homes and buildings so we can reduce our 
reliance on fossil fuels to ensure that the future needs of Canadians are met while 
ensuring both jobs for today and a clean planet for tomorrow. How? Read on.

About the  
Green Economy 
Network
Imagine environmental groups, labour organi­
zations and social justice and youth move­
ments working together to find real solutions 
to tackle climate change. Wouldn’t that be 
cool? Well, that’s exactly what the Green Econ­
omy Network is. Spurred by Canada’s failure 
to take action to move toward an authentic 
green economy, leaders of more than twenty 
prominent groups formed GEN to push for a 
fundamental transformation of our industrial 
economy. Good green jobs are being created 
and can be further created in Canada to cut 
carbon emissions and develop true alternatives 
to the old ways of working. GEN is now at the 
forefront of a new social movement striving  
for a low-carbon, prosperous and just future 
for all Canadians.   

Real initiatives 
and a just  
transition  
plan

Green Homes
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High rise, low 
bill, Toronto, ON 
Toronto’s TowerWise program is focused on improving the energy efficiency of  
residential high-rise buildings. A 30-year old condominium at 15 Kensington in 
Brampton cut its natural gas use by 28 per cent, water use by 29 per cent and  
electricity use for cooling by 50 per cent. The building is now saving $65,000 per 
year on utility costs and will have recovered its upfront costs in under five years. 

A 128-unit rental apartment building at 24 Manor Road, constructed in 1970, had 
upgrades, including low-e argon filled windows and insulated balcony doors and a 
new roof. An 84 collector solar water heating system was also added to the roof. 
The building is saving more than $33,300 per year in utility costs and the payback, 
when increased rental income is included, is three yearsvii.

A new condominium, Appleby Woods, was constructed with high levels of  
insulation, sensor controlled fans and lighting as well as advanced features including  
a geo-exchange heating and cooling system but still cost 25 per cent less to build 
than similar buildings and costs 60 per cent less to operate. 

August 2014 – Document prepared for  
the Green Economy Network by the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees, with contributions  
from GEN partners

www.greeneconomynet.ca

Real Green Homes
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i	 GEN Common Platform, Making the Shift to a Green Economy pages 8-12
ii	 http://www.efficiencynb.ca/home/efficiency-nb-in-the-news.html#anchor30
iii	 http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=04b5ba2ae8b1e310VgnVCM10000071 

d60f89RCRD
iv	 http://corporateknights.com/blog/dawson-creek-%E2%80%93-achieving-carbon-neutrality
v	 www.hatsmart.ca
vi	 http://www.hydro.mb.ca/your_home/power_smart/residential_loan/index.shtml
vii	 http://www.towerwise.ca/
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Encouraging more 
efficient buildings 
in Bouctouche, N.B.

Residents of Bouctouche, New Brunswick, are 
getting an incentive for building energy efficient 
homes. Town council passed a resolution to 
waive the cost of building permits for all new 
houses built to an EnerGuide 80 or R-2000 
standard. Combine this saving with the incen­
tives available through Efficiency NB’s New 
Homes Program and homeowners benefit 
from some significant savings when choosing 
to build energy efficient homes. Bouctouche 
is a small, Kent County town along the shores 
of the Northumberland Strait. As part of its 
“Thinking Green Campaign”, the Town has 
been working with Efficiency NB on reducing  
energy consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions. Every new energy-efficient home 
will generate nearly six tonnes less greenhouse 
gases than a conventional home.  

Greening  
municipal  
buildings in 
Belledune, N.B.
The village of Belledune, New Brunswick has 
completed energy audits on its five municipal 
facilities with help from Enerplan consultants.  
The work is now completed and the village 
expects energy savings to be approximately 
$29,000/year. This decreased energy use will 
also reduce greenhouse gas emissions gener­
ated by these facilities by about 167 tonnes 
or the equivalent of taking 28 passenger 
vehicles off the road for a yearii. 

BUILD: the ecological way 
forward to greater social 
inclusion
In Manitoba, BUILD (Building Urban Industries for Local Development) is pioneering 
a job-training program that brings together equity, economics and the environment.  
Following a social enterprise model, BUILD trains First Nations’ workers in both their  
communities and in Winnipeg’s inner city for good climate-friendly jobs. Affiliated  
with BUILD, Aki Energy has trained First Nations’ men and women in the Peguis 
and Fisher River communities for jobs installing geothermal heating in local homes 
and public buildings. To date, more than 100 geothermal systems have been installed. 
Plans are in the works to expand this social enterprise model to three additional 
First Nations communities in Manitoba and to put in place another 250 geothermal 
installations. Manitoba Hydro predicts $157 million in savings by 2017for the impli­
cated communities.  In Winnipeg’s inner city young, marginalized workers – many  
of whom are Aboriginal – have been trained and are currently upgrading insulation,  
plumbing and ground water heat recovery in neighbourhood homes. So far,  
8000 units have been retrofitted with energy efficient plumbing and groundwater 
upgrades and 1000 units have undergone energy retrofits. 

Greening Municipal 
Buildings Through  
a local carbon Tax in 
Dawson Creek, B.C.
Dawson Creek will contribute $100 to the City’s newly created Carbon 
Fund for each and every tonne of greenhouse gas emissions the city  
produces from its own operationsiv. 

The fund will do three things:

•	 Encourage Dawson Creek to invest in low-carbon projects.
•	 The extra cost of each tonne of emissions will make energy efficient 

projects more cost-effective.
•	 The money in the carbon fund will be used to reduce emissions like  

improving the energy efficiency of Dawson Creek’s municipal vehicle 
fleet, or installing biomass heating or solar hot water systems on  
municipal facilities could all qualify for funding from the Carbon Fund.

Since 1991, the Toronto Atmospheric Fund has been helping the City of Toronto meet its 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions targets by investing more than $50 million in local 
climate solutions, saving the City of Toronto more than $55 million on its energy billsiii. 

TAF has helped the City with energy efficiency by:

•	 Co-funding energy retrofits in more than 100 City buildings in cooperation  
with Toronto’s Facilities Management Division.

•	 Providing funding and expertise for energy efficiency and renewable power  
projects at Exhibition Place, the Toronto Zoo, Harbourfront Centre, Toronto  
Community Housing, community centres and seniors’ residences.

•	 Financing the switch to more efficient streetlights and traffic signals, saving  
approximately $39 million to date.

•	 Structuring a leasing arrangement that allowed Toronto Community Housing  
to purchase thousands of energy-efficient appliances, saving $10 million.

•	 Green$aver, which piloted the concept of incentives for home energy retrofits that 
have been accessed by over 36,000 Toronto residents, who have saved an average  
of 21 per cent on their home energy bills.

Toronto Atmospheric Fund

Real initiatives in Canada and elsewhere Imagine if we did more of this in Canada 
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Hats off in  
Medicine Hat, AB
Medicine Hat, AB’s Hat Smart  
program offers all kinds of  
incentives for green homes  
including $400 to upgrade your  
insulation, furnace or hot  
water tankv.

Manitoba Hydro 
Manitoba Hydro offers both information and financing for homes to be more  
energy efficient. The Power Smart Residential Loan has no down payment, 
an interest rate of 3.9 per cent over a maximum term of 60 months with a 
minimum monthly payment of only $15 dollars. The monthly installments are 
included on your hydro billvi.


