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Real initiatives –  
Renewable Energy
Canada finds itself at a crossroads. For Canadians, the choice is between, on the 
one hand, continuing down the path of building our old model of economy and 
society or, on the other hand, charting a new path for building a green economy 
and society for the future. We can no longer afford an economic model that treats 
the planet and people as disposal goods. The key to unlock the door to either 
of these two pathways is energy – the energy we use to fuel our industries, heat 
our homes and transport ourselves. Ultimately, this new economy must be fuelled 
not by “dirty” non-renewable forms of energy that comes from fossil fuels but by 
“clean” renewable forms of energy that are affordable for all Canadians.

Can we take on this challenge?  
Of course we can!
A green economy is more than an idea. There are lots of examples of the rapid  
expansion of renewable energy all over the world. In fact, Canada was even among 
the top ten in the world in installed wind energy, and ranks in the top-ten by Ernst  
& Young in terms of attractiveness for renewable energy investmentsi.

There is no question – we need more renewable energy so we can reduce our 
reliance on fossil fuels to ensure that the future needs of Canadians are met while 
ensuring both jobs for today and a clean planet for tomorrow. How ? Read on.

About the  
Green Economy 
Network
Imagine environmental groups, labour  
organi zations and social justice and youth 
movements working together to find real  
solutions to tackle climate change. Wouldn’t 
that be cool ? Well, that’s exactly what the 
Green Economy Network is. Spurred by 
Canada’s failure to take action to move toward 
an authentic green economy, leaders of more 
than twenty prominent groups formed GEN  
to push for a fundamental transformation of 
our industrial economy. Good green jobs are 
being created and can be further created in 
Canada to cut carbon emissions and develop 
true alter natives to the old ways of working. 
GEN is now at the forefront of a new social 
movement striving for a low-carbon, pros-
perous and just future for all Canadians.   

Real initiatives 
and a just  
transition  
plan
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The Transition 
In order to begin making the transition over the next 10 years, we maintain the  
federal government needs to develop a renewable energy development strategy. 
During this period, public investments totalling $4.65 billion need to be made to 
simulate the development of renewable energy sources with a priority being put on 
public sector owned and operated wind, solar, geothermal, and tidal power. The plan 
could also include more restricted development of small scale hydro and selected 
biofuels from biomass sources. Averaged out over a ten year period, this public 
investment would amount to an annual federal expenditure of $4.65 billion, which  
is less than 2 per cent of the annual federal budget. The Canadian government must 
also end subsidies to the oil and gas industry that heavily favour fossil fuel-based 
energy development at the expense of renewables. 

This 4.65 billion dollar investment will create 92,000 full-time jobs for a year  
(or person job years)vii.

i http://www.ey.com/CA/en/Newsroom/News-releases/2011-Renewable-energy-indices
ii http://allafrica.com/stories/201304260397.html; http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-24/ 

south-africa-metalworkers-to-invest-1-billion-rand-in-renewables.html 
iii http://www.radio-canada.ca/regions/est-quebec/2007/02/01/004-coop-regroupees-eolien.asp
iv www.hatsmart.ca 
v http://www.halifax.ca/solarcity/  
vi http://www.vrec.ca/
vii The method used by the Green Economy Network in forecasting job creation is based on the  

studies done by Robert Pollin, Hdid Garrett-Peltier, James Heintz, and Helen Scharber, Centre  
for American Progress, “Green Recovery: A Program to Create Good Jobs and Start Building a  
Low-Carbon Economy”, September 2008, The formula covers jobs created per each billion dollars  
of investment in three categories: direct employment in the primary industy(ies); indirect employment  
in secondary industries and supplies; and induced employment in retail and service industries.

November 2013 – Document prepared for  
the Green Economy Network by the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees, with contributions  
from GEN partners

www.greeneconomynet.ca
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Vancouver  
Renewable  
Energy  
Cooperative
The Vancouver Renewable Energy  
Cooperative (VREC) is a workers’  
cooperative that was created in 2004 to sell, 
install and provide consulting services for 
home owners wishing to install renewable  
energy systems in Vancouver, BC. They work 
with solar photovoltaics, solar hot water,  
solar pool heating and wind energy and  
rent portable power systems and sell  
carbon offsets to help fund renewable  
energy projects.vi

Using 1 per cent of pension 
funds; turning the tide
The National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) has invested 1 per cent of the pension fund of 400,000 workers  
(1 billion rand or $109 million dollars) in renewable energy. NUMSA represents workers in the in energy-intensive industries including steel, 
chrome, aluminum and other smelters. It also represents workers in power stations, which are mainly coal powered, as well as in car factories 
and other metal and engineering-related sectors. In other words, NUMSA organises some of the “dirtiest” industries on the planet, in terms of 
greenhouse gas emissions and their impacts on climate change. This shows that unions are committed to meaningful action on climate change, 
but also shows a commitment to a socially-owned renewable energy sector that will not serve to enrich private investors. Instead, NUMSA  
is using the power of workers’ pension funds to transition to a low-carbon economy. This is the type of initiative that can turn the tide to  
address this situation through greater democratic direction, public intervention, community control, and social ownership over energy  
options and resources that are so urgently needed.ii

Hats Off to Hat Smart  
in Medicine Hat, AB
The Hat Smart program offers commercial incentives to purchase a solar 
electric or a solar hot water system. The incentive covers 25 per cent  
of the total cost up to a maximum of $5,000 per applicant with a total  
of $100,000 available.iv 

Community Power in  
Gaspesie (Coopératives  
regroupées en énergies  
renouvelables du Québec) 
(CRERQ)
The “Coopératives regroupées en énergies renouvelables du Québec” (CRERQ),  
is essentially a consortium of cooperatives, primarily in Gaspesie, that came together  
to ensure communities are at the centre of regional investments in wind energy and  
to avoid having developers and corporations parachute in with large-scale projects  
that don’t fit community needs and interests. CRERQ puts community-based wind  
farm projects in motion by applying for and acquiring tender from Hydro-Québec, and 
offering services like feasibility studies, help conceptualizing a project, financial planning,  
applications for funding insurance and helping with the process of connecting to the 
Hydro-Québec network. Many criteria have been included in their charter to ensure 
communities stay central to this process, for example: at least 50 per cent of the project 
must be controlled by the affected communities, development of local expertise, jobs, and 
businesses is a requirement from the very beginning of a project, and cooperatives are 
preferred in this example because they promote transparency and ensure a long-term  
relationship between the concerned partiesiii. 

Real initiatives in Canada and elsewhere Imagine if we did more of this in Canada 
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From Garbage to Goodness:  
The City of Toronto’s Landfill  
Gas Project
The City of Toronto collects and burns landfill gases that are emitted at  
its three largest closed landfill sites: Keele Valley, Brock West and Beare. 
Fans pull the gases through pipe systems in the landfill, providing a constant 
flow of methane-rich gas that fuels an electrical power plant. The electricity 
produced at the three sites contributes to the region’s energy supply and 
creates revenue for the City of Toronto. 

Halifax Solar City – Community 
Solar Hot Water Heaters
The Halifax Solar City project, spearheaded by the Halifax Regional 
Municipality, is similar to a Local Improvement Charge where, if a property 
owner wanted to invest in solar panels for heating household hot water, 
they would approach the city to get a loan to do so. This project would 
be done by an “approved vendor”. The city would then set up a reimburse-
ment scheme through the property taxes and the investments is paid back 
within 5 to 10 years.v 


